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HOWELL COBB TO HIS WIFE 

Washington City, ist Jan., 1850. 
My dear wife : ■ 

New Year's day has come and is now nearly gone, but it 
is not too late to wish you a happy one and many returns of 
it. As you know this is quite a gala day in Washington. All 
the world and his wife are out today in their best bib and 
tucker, taking the grand rounds from the President's man- 
sion to the humblest entertainer of New Year friends. Fol- 
lowing the example of the other dignitaries, I have kept open 
doors, receiving the kind of wishes of friends and offering 
in return a bowl of eggnog and cake, some of the latter 
brought from home, a fact I did not hesitate to communi- 
cate to my guests after they had paid some very handsome 
compliments to the good cheer which I offered them. How 
weary I have grown of my blushing honors I 1 and with what 
gladsome feelings would I exchange them all, all for a cheer- 
ful fireside communion with those dear ones who cluster 
around my own hearthstone. I have never felt more sick at 
heart with Washington than I now do, and never half so 
determined to retire from public life. I do not know how 
it is, but my feeling in regard to political excitement, promo- 
tion, etc., is undergoing quite a revolution. We see in the 
distance an object, attracted by its glare we press on to gain 
a prize. Intoxicated with the prospect of success we never 
stop to calculate its true value, finally it is ours, and mor- 
tified in spirit and feeling we find that we have grasped a 
shadow "Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity." * * * * 



1 He bad been elected Speaker of the Thirty-first Congress. 
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L. J. GLENN* TO HOWELL COBB 

Milledgeville, Ga., Jan. 15, 1850. 

Dear Sir: 

Your election to the Speakership gave me unfeigned pleas- 
ure. I know of no event, which would have been more grat- 
ifying, that could have occurred in the political world. I 
hope you will be able to pass the "fiery ordeal" satisfacto- 
rily to your friends. 

The Whigs are endeavoring to make some capital out of 
the appointment of the "Free Soilcrs" upon the Slavery 
Committees. I think, however, they are destined to fail. I 
hav heard no Democrat as yet demur. 

The Democrats as you (are) aware before the adjourn- 
ment of the Legislature in December introduced into the 
Senate, a resolution censuring Gen. Taylor's "plenipoten- 
tiary" to California, — Thomas Butler King,* Esq. I 
leahn today that Bill Clayton gave out an intimation on his 
way to Milledgeville that the Whigs would introduce reso- 
lutions by way of a off-set censuring Mr. Polk and yourself 
for your course upon the '"Oregon Bill." "William" is a 
"great" man, anyway you can fix it. 

I think there is a determination on the part of both the 
Whigs and Democrats to resist the admission of California 
with a constitution prohibiting slavery which in my opinion 
is wrong, and places the State and the South in a false posi- 
tion, one from which we shall ultimately be compelled to 
recede. 

I would not be at all surprised if the Legislature passed 
a bill to expell all free negroes from the state. There is such 
a bill before the Senate. 



A Democrat from Cobb's home, Athens, Ga. member of the Georgia Legislature. 
Congressman from Georgia 1839-1842; 1845-1851; collector of the port, San 
Francisco, 1851-1852. 
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HENRY L. BENNING' TO HOWELL COBB 

Columbus, Ga., March 29, 1850. 
Dear Howell: 

I have had your letter of the 20 inst. for several days. A 
quite annoying effect of a severe cold has hitherto kept me 
from answering it. 

My opinions on the slavery question remain without any 
change. The developments since I saw you have indeed con- 
firmed them. In regard to acting on those opinions in the 
Nashville Convention should I be honored with a seat in it 
I have stated my position in a letter to one of the Newspa- 
pers of this place. There is not now a copy of that paper 
to be had here. The same letter however will appear in the 
next week's 'Enquirer (Columbus), and I will send you a 
copy of the paper. 

My opinions are shortly these : 

1. The North already has the will to abolish slavery. 

2. She is rapidly acquiring the power to execute this will. 

3. These two propositions being true abolition is inev- 
itable unless something shall be done to change this 'will' of 
the North, or to stop the acquisition of power. 

If there is a remedy within the Union embrace it by all 
means, if not, do not hesitate to go beyond for one. A rem- 
edy at any cost. 

Holding these positions you see that I am obliged to be 
opposed to any settlement of the Slavery question upon the 
basis of 'non-interference,' especially after we have learned 
from Genl. Cass, as we have done within these few days 
what is meant by the doctrine of 'non-interference ;' viz : 
power of unlimited legislation by the people of the territo- 
ries even whilst remaining in a territorial state. We did 
not fight the battle for Cass upon that view of the doctrine. 
We held — we in the South at least — that we might take our 



Ijawyer of Columbus, Ga. and one of the ablest of the group of extreme pro- 
slavery men in Georgia. Associate justice of the Supreme Court of Georgia 1835- 
1861 — Became a brigadier general in the C. S. A. 
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slaves to the territories running no other risk than a decis- 
ion of the Courts against us upon the law as it stood affected 
by the treaty and by the constitution, not upon such laws as 
might be made by half breeds, Indians, and abolitionists, 
happening to be the 'prior inhabitants.' But indeed to be 
plain with you I must say that I regard the words "non-in- 
terference" 'let us alone' in the mouth of the North at this 
time a little better than insulting mockery. Whilst they had 
virtue in them they were never uttered. Last year and up 
to the time when the North had secured California she spoke 
no other language but that of the Wilmot Proviso. Look 
at the resolutions of every northern state Legislature voted 
for by Democrats and Whigs with forty thieves' unanimity. 
Now the object being accomplished they perhaps are ready 
to give up the functus officio means. 'Non-interference' will 
not stop at the acquisition of 'power' on the part of the 
North. But if she will consent to the Missouri Compromise 
line being extended to the Pacific that will retard such acqui- 
sition. It is all foolish to say slavery won't go to California 
if it has half a chance. Dr. Gwinn makes an ass of himself 
on this subject. So I go for the Missouri C. line in the sense 
in which that line was first adopted. If the South in Con- 
gress will stand up for it as one man earnestly, resolutely 
not merely so as to throw dust in the eyes of us here at a 
distance it can be had. I suppose this is not to be expected. 
I fear that the next Presidential election like Philips bag 
of gold is beginning to enter into the South. I must confess 
to you that I look with distrust upon Foote. If he expects 
the support of the South as vice President upon a ticket with 
Cass, I shall have to say that in my opinion he will be de- 
ceived. 

You call my attention to the fact that one party is unani- 
mous against a dissolution on the California issue and that 
no inconsiderable portion of the other is prepared to unite 
with them. Admit this to be so. Still I tell you that the 
votes of Southern men upon the question of its admission will 
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be looked to. I do not believe that ten men are to be found 
in the state who are in favor of its admission as it stands. 
If we are to be degraded there is no reason why it should 
be done by our own cooperation. That the boundaries of 
California were made as they are in order to injure us no 
man doubts who is candid. Let the North ram worry down 
our throats. Never let us open our own mouths to swallow 
it of our own accord. But I think you deceive yourself to 
some extent as to Southern opinion. The 'Union' sentiment 
in the South is (in) my opinion very unreliable. What 
Northern man can concentrate it upon himself for President. 
Not one. The fact is and it is useless for us to attempt to 
disguise it to ourselves, Seward speaks the view of the North 
and not Webster. But indeed if Webster spoke it it is but 
a pitiful squeak. It is all palaver. I take it that it may be 
assumed as true beyond question that no man — not one — 
North of Mason & Dixon's line is willing to see any meas- 
ure adopted which shall really substantially strengthen the 
South. This being so, all talk is mere cheating. 

Bell's 1 resolutions contemplate cutting up Texas into sev- 
eral slave states — as part of his project. I am opposed to 
any subdivision of Texas if California is to be admitted 
with its present boundaries and if a large slice of Texas is 
to be sold to the North as the consideration. And this for 
at least two reasons, i. We have already lost the Senate 
and a miss is as good as a mile. Two Senators from Texas 
will do us as much good as six if the six wont give us a ma- 
jority. This they cannot if we arq to lose all the territory. 
2. The amount to) be paid Texas will be money raised for 
the most part out of ourselves, that is to say the South is to 
pay Texas for relinquishing to the North land enough to 
make several nonslaveholding states. This may be a pretty 
business for the North and a fair one for Texas, but it is 
one which does not pay so far as the South is concerned. In 
respect to the institution of slavery Texas one is worth great- 

i John Bell, Senator from Tennessee, 1847-1859. For his resolutions see Con- 
gressional Globe, 31st-Cong. 1st sess. pp. 436-439. 
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ly more than Texas five. As things stand now much more 
as they soon will stand the doctrine of state rights will be 
the only securitiy for slavery, and these rights are much more 
valuable when asserted by big states than by little ones. 

To conclude, my opinion is this in brief. Let every South- 
ern man in Congress stand up to the rights of the South. 
Let him join in no humiliating compromise with the North. 
If she is disposed to wrong us let her do it by her own 
action. Let the South say no California such as it now is, — 
no abolition of slavery or the slave trade in the District, 
no Wilmot Proviso, no robbing of Texas or rather the 
South, an extradition fugitive slave law that shall not be a 
mere dead letter. These are the primaries. As secondaries 
let her insist of California is forced in, that the Mexican 
War debt shall be paid out of the mineral lands within her 
bounds. That is fair at least and then that a general law 
shall be passed guarding against such another California 
fraud. 

Let her secure these objects by resorting to every parlia- 
mentary device within her reach. If all fails then she will 
at least not have to reproach herself for the failure. Why 
should not the North be made to show her hand. Show this 
to whoever you please. 

HOWELL COBB TO HIS WIFE 

Washington City, 2nd April, 1850. 
My dear Wife : 

Today we paid the last respects to the 

remains of Mr. Calhoun. On yesterday his death was an- 
nounced in the Senate by Judge Butler, of S. C, and speeches 
delivered by Messrs. Clay, Webster, Rusk and Clemens. I 
had the pleasure of hearing all of them. They were in- 
deed able, interesting and eloquent. My own judgment 
was that Mr. Webster was the master spirit of the occasion. 
His address was plain and simple, but withal impressive and 
touchingly eloquent. It manifested a just & full apprecia- 
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tion of Mr. Calhoun's character, and according to my no- 
tions presented a most faithful picture of the great dead. 
Others admired Mr. Clay more than Mr. Webster and it 
may be that I was at fault. I will ask you to read them & 
give me your opinion. In the House, Holmes spoke nearly 
an hour, wearing out the patience of every one. He was 
followed by Mr. Winthrop in a very handsome address, and 
he by our old friend Venable who acquitted himself quite 
handsomely on the occasion 

HOWELL COBB TO JOHN B. LAMAR 

Washington, D. C, June 26, 1850. 
Dear John : 

I saw today a letter from a prominent Whig in your city 
in which he says in substance that all the Whigs except John 
Rutherford, and many of the most prominent Democrats, 
are decidedly in favor of the Senate Compromise bill and 
among that number he mentioned yourself, Chappell, Pow- 
ers, etc. He also says that there was a proposition to hold 
a meeting to give expression to that sentiment. Now if it 
be true as this letter says that such are your opinions, I 
would respectfully urge the propriety of holding such a meet- 
ing. 1 I do so because I believe that the time has arrived 
when men should look practical results full in the face and 
decide deliberately upon the course of policy which we are 
to adopt. The truth is we are destined to a mortifying and 
humiliating defeat if the mad counsels of some men should 
rule the day. It is not for me to question their motives nor 
will I do it, but I am constrained to regard the effect of 
their course as ruinous and destructive of the best interest 
of the South. The basis of the proposed compromise 
must either be adopted or else the miserable free soil policy 
of General Taylor will be ingloriously submitted to by the 
South. The choice is before our people and they should 



See Lamar's reply, July 3, 1850, Phillips (Ed) Toombs, Stephens and Cobb 
Correspondence p. 191. 
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counsel of their cooler judgments rather than their excited 
impulses in making the selection. 

Does it not present a singular spectacle to see the very 
men who would have ostracised me for advocating the Mis- 
souri Compromise line, now making that their sine qua non. 
If they had united with me at the proper time we could have 
obtained that line as the basis of settlement, but Mr. Cal- 
houn said, the South was sick of compromises and demanded 
the constitutional principle of non-interference: Well ! non- 
interference is tendered and is to be rejected on the ground 
that the heretofore repudiated Missouri Compromise is pre- 
ferable. I have no patience with such men. If they believed 
today that we could settle the question upon the terms now 
proposed, they would reject it and demand something else. 
But I cannot present my ideas in a short letter like this hur- 
ridly written & will not attempt it. I have ventured to make the 
foregoing suggestions from the circumstances alluded to in 
the first part of this letter. 

We shall be glad to see you here as soon as you can possi- 
bly arrange to come on. The weather is becoming exceed- 
ingly warm, and the approach of the cholera is giving us 
some uneasiness. If it should get in the neighborhood, I 
must arrange to get my little crowd off to Georgia, and 
should this Session promise to hold longer than the middle 
of August, I must get them home anyhow, as I am unwilling 
to keep them here after the sickly season sets in, which is in 
August. 

As to a settlement of the slavery question all is in doubt 
and uncertainty, though I believe that we shall finally adopt 
some plan substantially such as Mr. Clay reports. For my- 
self I am fully committed to it and am prepared for the is- 
sue if forced upon me by the extremists. 

Write soon, all well and send you much love. 
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LUTHER J. GLENN TO HOWELL COBB 

McDonough, Ga., Nov. 28, 1850. 
My dear Sir : 

The election for delegates to the Convention 1 is over, and 
such a defeat, as the ultras have realized is almost unpar- 
alleled. Out of 260, I suppose they may have thirty dele- 
gates in the Convention. I put that down as the outside 
number. In this county we beat them by an average major- 
ity of 650, and had there been a full vote I have no doubt 
we should have beat them 900. 

With but two or three exceptions, every county I have 
yet heard from has given overwhelming majorities for the 
"Union as it is." 

But the North must not take this election as evidence of 
an unconditional submission by Georgia to any and all en- 
croachments upon the rights of the South. The fugitive 
slave bill must not be interfered with. It must be faithfully 
executed & carried out. Slavery must not be abolished in 
the District. The Wilmot Proviso must "sleep the sleep 
of death." In short Georgia is willing to abide by the set- 
tlement of the question made by the last Congress, & the 
North must & I have no doubt will carry out in good faith her 
part of it. If so, the country is safe and the ultras dead. 

But, what is to be the effect of this election upon the polit- 
ical parties in Georgia ? — is with me a question of some in- 
terest at this time. Certain would-be leaders in the Demo- 
cratic party are responsible for the position into which the 
political elements have been thrown. If the party is ruined, 
which is my opinion, with the lights before me, they can con- 
sole themselves with the reflection that they are the "Au- 
thors & finishers" of that ruin. What a consoling reflec- 
tion! 



1 This was the Convention of December, 1850 which, adopted the "Georgia plat- 
form", committing Georgia to the support of the Compromise of 1850. The 
ultras" made a poor showing, only 19 of the 256 votes being against the plat- 
form. Th« text of the platform is given in Ames, State documents on federal 
relations, pp. 272-273. 
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Already arc the signs indicating that there will be efforts 
made to reconcile & reunite the party. Cline in his last pa- 
per overwhelmed by the defeat, says henceforth, he is for 
"democratic Union" & cries aloud "to your tents, Oh Israel." 

I am inclined to think that the Presidential election in 
1852, will find three candidates in the field. A national 
Union, an Abolitionist & a fire-eating candidate. If so the 
result may be predicted without the aid of prophecy. 

I wish you would write to me at Milledgeville so soon as 
you get this letter. I would like to know your yiews upon 
the points touched. Not that I care as to the future for per- 
sonal considerations, for with my present feelings I have 
run my last political race. I am sick to some extent at least 
of politics. They dont pay, & but for the importance of 
the election that has just passed I would not have been a 
candidate. 

We are all well. 

F. S. LATHROP TO HOWELL COBB 

New York, Nov. 30, 1850. 
Dear Sir: 

The "Union Safety Committee" of New York desirous of 
giving an extensive circulation to your Patriotic speech deliv- 
ered at the meeting at the City Hall, have taken a large Edi- 
tion of the Herald for that purpose and by this day's express 
have forwarded to your address 100 copies which you will 
oblige them by using as you may consider to the good of the 
cause, in which we are embarked. 

JOHN R. STANFORD TO HOWELL COBB 

Clarkesville, Ga., Feb. n, 185 1. 

. . . I hope you have formed a Union party in all 
the states out of the old Democratic & Whig parties. It 
may be difficult to do so in the North, East & West at 
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present, but they will have to come to it, & it is the only 
way to defeat the abolitionists. If they do not organize such 
a new party, the abolitionists will always be bargaining with 
one or the other of the old parties & keep both parties in hot 
water for years to come. I have no fear of the South, they 
will hail the new organization with delight & will carry out 
its principles by acclamation, and I do not see what these 
Eastern, Western and Northern fellows are afraid of, for 
really in principle there is not now a sufficient difference be- 
tween the Whigs and Democrats to keep them apart. . . . 

ROBERT TOOMBS TO HOWELL COBB 

Washington, Ga., June 9, 1851. 

Dear Cobb: 

Hope Hull handed me your letter upon the subject of 
secession and has no doubt informed you particularly of the 
direction which was given to the question, and the great 
aversion of a large number of the Conventon 1 to raising an 
issue upon it. The question was brought by Mr. Holsey 
directly before the Committee of 33 of which I was Chair- 
man and they declined to take it up upon the express grounds 
that the Convention last year had not made an issue upon 
it, and the party being formed upon the action of that Con- 
vention & nothing else, the whole doctrine of secession was 
an open question & any member of the party had a right to 
hold what opinions he pleased upon it without giving cause 
of complaint to any one & that whatever might be your own 
opinion it would in no wise affect their support of you. I 
think it was the wiser policy. I fully concurred in & main- 
tained it. The latter part of your own letter very fully sus- 
tains & demonstrates the wisdom of the course. I differ 
with you in some of your views but I do not intend to inflict 
upon you my reasons for the difference but assuming your 



Convention of the Constitutional Union Party, organized in December, 1850, to up- 
hold the Compromise in Georgia. The convention met early in June and nomi- 
nated Cobb as the Union candidate for Governor. 
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position to be taken upon the basis of your letter I will take 
the liberty of making a suggestion or two. 

If you are right in the position that the right of secession 
does not rightfully result from the compact your argument 
does not sustain it. Mr. Madison may be perfectly right 
in the opinion you quote that a conditional ratification was 
no ratification, & yet the right of secession remain untouched 
by the position. Your illustration also drawn from Louis- 
iana is a petitio principii. It may be true that the United 
States purchasing a territory does not intend it to secede & 
certainly does not expect it, yet it results from our system 
that when the territory thus acquired becomes a state as you 
truly say it has all the rights of the original states & there- 
fore if secession is one of these rights, such state undoubt- 
edly has it. Therefore you will perceive it docs not affect 
the question either one way or the other. The argument 
also drawn from the preamble of the Constitution express- 
ing the intention to form a "more perfect Union" is equally 
untenable, first because the Union might have been made 
"more perfect" & all the evils of the Confederation reme- 
died even with the right of secession expressly reserved, for 
secession was not one of the evils of the old Confederation, 
& besides nearly all treaties among independent & sovereign 
nations do declare & all such may declare themselves per- 
petual, yet nobody ever doubted the right of either sover- 
eign to annul or break them — it is true the other party 
judges of its own wrong from the infraction and adopts its 
own remedy, & such in my opinion is [illegible] the case with 
the doctrine of secession. The right is not perfect, certainly 
not capricious, but is held subject to the rights of the other 
party. I think a careful examination of Mr. Madison's 
opinions will be found in perfect accordance with this the- 
ory. Upon the whole if it becomes necessary to express your 
opinions upon this subject (and I think it will become both 
necessary & proper) while (such being your opinions upon 
the subject) you might question [ ?] the right in toto as re- 
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suiting from the compact, I do not think it wise to argue 
it, but that it would be best to press your argument to show 
its utter immateriality in this contest. Our organization is 
based upon the idea of preventing the necessity of secession 
whether rightful or not. We ought [not] to grumble now 
when we say no cause for secession exists 

F. S. BARTOW' TO HOWELL COBB 

Atlanta, Ga., June 22, 1851. 

My dear Howell: 

I take the occasion of Tom's* going home, to write you 
a hasty line, first to convey very friendly greetings, and in the 
next place to obtrude upon you an opinion. I am induced to 
believe from all I can hear that you will find it necessary to 
use great prudence & circumspection in the expression of 
your sentiments respecting the issues presented to the peo- 
ple. The design of our opponents is very clearly to gain 
credit with the people by occupying our conservative ground, 
and at the same time maintaining those States' rights doc- 
trines, which are doubtless very dear to a majority of the 
citizens of Georgia. 

Now upon the first of these subjects you can give them 
an easy overthrow, if you allow them to gain no advantage 
by the second. The people think the danger to the Union 
is past and they are therefore off their guard. So do not 
let them think that in your hands the State may be made to 
submit to future outrage. Give prominence to those por- 
tions of the Georgia platform which look to resistance in 
the events contemplated. I would have you absolutely to 
plant yourself there. I am sure you can evoke such a declar- 
ation as will quiet all tender consciences, and be consistent 
with your own opinions. Should the Constitution be broken 
in the judgment of Georgia, upon a matter vital to her, she 



Leading Democrat. Know-Nothing candidate for Congress, 1857, defeated; 
brigadier-general, C. S. A. killed at the first battle of Manassas. 
T. R. R. Cobb, brother of Howell Cobb. 



48 THE GEOKGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 

has every right which appertains to a free people. Why not 
so declare? 

I have at a late hour & with a bad pen written these sug- 
gestions, which you will believe come from a friendly heart, 
if not from sound judgement, as such you will pardon them. 
Write to me and let me know if at any time you can visit Bul- 
lock County. The democracy there requires to be looked 
after. We will make the arrangements for you. 

R. W. FLOURNOY AND OTHERS, COMMITTEE, 
TO HOWELL COBB 

Sandersville, [Ga.,] August 6, 185 1. 
Sir: 

At a very large meeting of the Union party, held at the 
court house on the fifth instant, The following resolution 
was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved that we deny to the general government the right 
of making war upon or by force preventing any state from 
withdrawing from the Union who by a constitutional major- 
ity of her people determines to do so. And if in the minds 
of any such right exist policy and wisdom alike demands its 
non exercise. 

And the undersigned were appointed a committee to ad- 
dress you a letter communicating to you the above resolu- 
tion and requesting to know whether you agree or dissent 
from the propositions therein contained. And we desire an 
answer at your earliest convenience. 

HOWELL COBB TO • 



January 1st, 1852. 
Gentlemen : 

My official engagements will preclude me from accept- 
ing your invitation to attend at Jackson Hall in Washington 
City on the 8th. inst. 



1 From a draft in Cobb's handwriting among ths Erwln papers. 
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There is no occasion in the annals of our country, which I 
would more cheerfully celebrate than the one which has ren- 
dered the 8th. of January memorable in American history. 
Nor in the long catalogue of our departed heroes is there 
one whose memory I more deeply cherish or would more 
gratefully honor than the hero of the Hermitage. His stern 
and indomitable will, his unbending integrity, his ardent 
patriotism exhibited in his inflexible devotion to the Union 
of our fathers, made him emphatically the man of his age. 
We have had one Andrew Jackson, we shall in all probability 
never have another. 

In alluding as you have done in your letter, gentlemen, to 
that memorable remark of this stern but just old man "'The 
Union, it must be preserved," you have awakened recollec- 
tions of the past, whose study may be instructive for the 
future. When Andrew Jackson uttered that emphatic and 
pregnant sentiment, it was not the expression of despotic 
power, nor the unguarded language of excited and exasper- 
ated feelings. Its conception was founded in the estimate 
which the patriot and statesman had placed upon the inesti- 
mable blessings of our glorious union, founded upon a con- 
stitution which despensed equality and justice to all its mem- 
bers, its utterance was the patriotic warning of the saviour 
of his country against the dangers by which that country was 
beset and threatened. He called upon his countrymen to 
preserve the Union, and taught them by both his precept and 
example that a union founded upon justice and cemented by 
principle could only be maintained and preserved by a firm, 
rigid and unbending adherence to the great principles of 
right and justice, which constituted its firm foundation. 
These cardinal principles of his democratic faith, made him 
the man, the hero, the statesman and the patriot. The occa- 
sion of your humble assemblage is indeed an opportune one 
to imbue his admiring friends with that spirit of pure democ- 
racy, so happily exemplified in the life and character of the 
illustrious dead. That democracy which teaches equal rights 
to all, exclusive privileges to none, which takes hold 
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upon the constitution as the embodied truths of our re- 
publican fathers, and looks to its maintenance and the pre- 
servation of the union, as one and inseparable, which scorns 
to purchase a frail tenure of political power with the surren- 
der of its most cherished principles, as a propitiatory offer- 
ing to recreant deserters from its faith and open revilers of 
its doctrines, that democracy which teaches its followers that 
the surest guarantee of its success is to be found in the firm- 
ness and integrity with which its principles are maintained 
and defended by its true advocates and friends, which per- 
fers honorable defeat to temporary power ingloriously won 
only to be traitorously exercised — that democracy which look- 
ing to the future sees more danger to its permanent success, 
in the hesitancy of timid friends and the treachery of pre- 
tended advocates, than in all the other elements of opposi- 
tion to it combined. Such, Gentlemen, was the democracy 
of Andrew Jackson, may his true friends and admirers emu- 
late his earnest devotion to its principles and imitate his vir- 
tuous defence of its honored and cherished altars. 

HOWELL COBB' TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Executive Department* 
Milledgeville, Ga., January 9th, 1852. 

I have signed an Act 8 of the General Assembly "to levy 
a Tax for each of the political years 1852 and 1853 and 
thereafter until repealed", and do not hesitate to express 
my cordial concurrence with the judgement of the Legisla- 
ture in this radical measure of reform in our tax laws. I 
entertain no doubt that it will meet the general approval of 
the people and in its future operations will realize the just 
expectation of its supporters. Our system of taxation is now 
based for the first time upon a sound and just principle, and 

i Cobb was elected Governor of Georgia in October' 1851, as the candidate of the 
Constitutional Union Party 

» Prom Executive Minutes, 1849-1855, pp. 281-283. 

> Acts of the General Assembly, 1851-1852, pp. 288-296. Introduced the ad valorem 
method of taxing land. Previously land had been taxed at so much per acre ir- 
respective of value 
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like all other measures of reform, resting upon the sure foun- 
dations of right and justice, will in due time work out its own 
vindication. 

As the available means of the Treasury for the year 1853 
will depend upon the amount raised by this bill, I have di- 
rected my attention to the probable financial operations of 
the State for the next two years, with a view to guard by 
timely legislation against any deficiency that might possibly 
occur. I have estimated the appropriations for the present 
fiscal year (1852) exclusive of the reduction of the public 
debt and the interest thereon — at two hundred and seventy 
thousand dollars, ($270,000) and for the year 1853, at 
ninety thousand dollars ($90,000). If these estimates 
should not be exceeded, and the State Road should yield an 
income equal to the lowest calculation of its friends, which 
will depend in a great measure on the efficiency of its organ- 
ization, we shall be enabled during the years 1852 and 1853, 
to meet these appropriations, together with the appropria- 
tion for the payment of the interest on the public debt, and 
also reduce the public debt during that time, as now contem- 
plated by law, provided your Tax Act should bring into the 
Treasury the amount contemplated by the General Assem- 
bly, as appears upon the face of the Act. I mean the sum 
of three hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, ($375,- 
000). Whether or not that amount will be realized under 
this Act, must of necessity be a matter of conjecture. The 
only basis which we now have upon which to make a calcu- 
lation is the value of the property of our citizens as returned 
in the census. 

That puts the value of the property of the State subject 
to taxation under this bill, in round numbers, at three hun- 
dred and thirty-four millions ($334,000,000) from which 
sum must be deducted the amount covered by the exemp- 
tions of the Act. If this should be considered a reliable 
basis, it is quite manifest, that the amount realized from this 
act, would fall below three hundred thousand dollars. There 
are however strong reasons for believing that in many cases 
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the amount will exceed the returns of the census, and some- 
thing may be added to the calculation, for the increased 
property of the State, but at the same time it should be 
borne in mind that the returns made to the census taker, are 
made with a view to the exhibition of personal and State 
wealth, whilst the tax collector encounters a very different 
feeling, when he seeks to ascertain the value of the citizen's 
property, for the purpose of imposing a tax upon it. 

These are considerations to be weighed in looking to the 
probable operations of this untried experiment in our sys- 
tem of taxation. From the language and whole spirit of the 
law, as well as from my knowledge of the wise and patriotic 
intentions of the General Assembly, I am justified in the 
conclusion that it was your intention to provide ample means, 
to meet the expenditure of the State ; and that in your judg- 
ment the sum of three hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars ought to be raised in the present year, for that pur- 
pose. I concur with you upon both points, and on that ac- 
count have thought it my duty to make this communication, 
to recommend the passage of a supplemental act, which will 
ensure the object, which was so evidently contemplated. The 
15th section of the Act, restrains the collection of a larger 
amount than the sum already designated. This is right and 
very properly takes from the Executive all discretion in as- 
sessing the amount of revenue to be raised. If the Act had 
stopped here, it would have been perfect in this respect, but 
by the 14th section the percentage is limited to one twelfth 
of one per cent, and in no event to exceed it. 

Suppose upon the returns of the Tax Receivers being re- 
ceived at the Comptroller's Office and upon the calculation 
being made, as required by the act, it should be found that 
one twelfth of one per cent will not raise the sum of three 
hundred and seventy five thousand dollars, you have pro- 
hibited a higher percentage, and have thus in such a contin- 
gency defeated the manifest object of your legislation. I 
feel quite sure that the members of the General Assembly, 
will concur in the propriety and duty of raising an amount 
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adequate to the wants of the Government, though they may 
have differed very honestly in their judgments as to the best 
and most equitable mode of raising it. If then it is your 
opinion that the sum of Three Hundred and Seventy-five 
Thousand Dollars ($375,000) is necessary to meet the ac- 
cruing liabilities of the State, by virtue of your appropria- 
tion, and that that amount ought to be realized from the 
taxes of the present year, I can see no reason why this re- 
striction should not be removed, and the opportunity thereby 
afforded of carrying out the intentions of the General As- 
sembly in any contingency that may happen. You will bear 
in mind that you are confiding nothing to Executive discre- 
tion in this matter, you only require a calculation to be made • 
by him, to carry out your own judgements. The Executive 
is not authorized to raise one dollar more or less than you 
direct. It is immaterial whether the calculation be made 
by him or any other person, for it is at best but an arith- 
metical calculation, which is submitted to him by this Act. 

Under this view of the subject, I have determined to sub- 
mit these considerations to the General Assembly and to re- 
commend the passage of a supplemental Act of the char- 
acter I have indicated. 

A. H. STEPHENS TO HOWELL COBB 

Washington, D. C, Jan. 26, 1852. 
Dear Cobb: 

Your letter of the 10th. inst. came to hand more than ten 
days ago but we have been so deranged in our mail from the 
South lately that it seemed to be almost useless to write. I 
have moreover been thinking and reflecting a great deal 
about the policy indicated in the Journal and Messenger' 
of the 15th., and which I see has been in part followed by 
our friends in the Legislature before adjournment. Last 
night's mail brought us copies of the resolutions passed at 
the Union meeting. Of course, you want to know what I 

1 A Whig paper of Macon, Ga. 
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think about this — and I will tell you promptly I do not like 
it at all. In my opinion our party should have done noth- 
ing but reaffirm the principle of the Georgia Convention of 
1850 and called a convention of the party in the state to 
assemble in June after the Baltimore Convention to take into 
consideration the subject of the Presidential election. Then 
we should have had a clear field to act according to the dic- 
tates of duty and patriotism under the circumstances as they 
will then exist. In the meantime the moral force of our. 
position in bringing about a sound state of feelings and 
sentiments in the North would have been much greater than 
it is now. If it had been successful — if the Baltimore Con- 
vention had in the meantime adopted our principles we could 
with great dignity as well as consistency have supported the 
nominee of that convention. And I can say for myself I do 
not intend to vote for the nominee of any convention that 
does not stand openly upon those principles. As the matter 
now stands we are spbject to the jeers of our bitter assail- 
ants both North and South. It is said we are "begging to be 
admitted to a feast" to which we have not been invited. It 
is moreover said that our men if sent will not be admitted. 
How this will turn out I cannot say. But suppose they should 
be sent and rejected — will we kick-up? If so what can we 
do? For we have already partially given a certificate of 
good character and endorsement to the nominee that the 
Southern Rights men will aid to put on the track. And if 
we do not send them, and should conclude to send the nom- 
inee how could we get along with an opposition ticket got- 
ten up to run a man put up by our opponents. As at present 
advised, I am utterly opposed to sending delegates either 
with or without instructions to that or any other National 
Convention which is not called upon our principles. By 
them, I want to stand now and forever, "through woe" as 
well as "through weal" to the "last extremity and at every 
hazard." I do not believe that either of the National par- 
ties sympathize at all with our organization. They look 
upon us as disturbers of the ancient order of things. Great 
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is party with them, as great as the "Diana of the Ephesians" 
was with those that made images of the Goddess. And they 
want to put down these new principles. I am for putting 
them down, unless they will at least promise to do right. I 
have not time to say more. I hope our party will never ask 
to be admitted to any Convention where [illegible] is a duly 
elected member. 



